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Quick Glance:  Volunteer Lawyers Network
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390 – Minneapolis, MN   55402

http://www.volunteerlawyersnetwork.org/

612-752-6655
Executive Director:   Suzanne Pontinen (sue@volunteerlawyersnetwork.org)

· Volunteer Lawyers Network was established in 1966 by 28 lawyers who believed that everyone deserves access to experienced, competent legal representation – regardless of economic or social standing.

· Today, with over 700 active volunteers, VLN is one of the nation’s most respected volunteer-based nonprofit providers of legal services. 

· We are a volunteer-based nonprofit providing free civil legal services to low income persons. VLN primarily serves Hennepin County but also provides bankruptcy screening and federal pro se services statewide.
Budget:  07/07 – 08/08: $780,550
Staff Size: Total: 

11.75 FTE
07/08 – 08/09: $900,255

Resource Attorneys: 

  3.75 FTE




    Intake/Case Management:            5.0 FTE




    Admin
              3.0 FTE      



What Makes Us Unique?

· VLN is one of the largest independent pro bono organizations in the country and recognized as a national leader in program development and best practices.
· VLN collaborates with the Fourth Judicial Self Help Center, the Legal Aid Society of Minneapolis, Central Minnesota Legal Services and many other organizations to provide a comprehensive array of legal services to low-income clients. 

· VLN is the last resort for many people who would get no services but for the existence of VLN and its network of pro bono attorneys. The great majority of legal services needed by the poor are not being addressed.

· VLN consistently matches talented, first rate private practice attorneys with low-income families and individuals who cannot afford legal representation.

· VLN serves the working poor, especially in its limited scope service clinics.

· VLN can represent both sides of the family dynamic – custodial and non-custodial parents; something most legal aid and pro bono legal services cannot or will not do. 

Whom We Serve

By Race/Ethnicity

# Cases 
 % Cases
African
473
8%

African American
1832
30%

American Indian
127
2%

Asian 
218
4%

Caucasian 
2001
33%

Hispanic
901
15%

Multiracial
74
1%

Race Unknown
403
7%

By Gender


# Cases 
 % Cases
Female
3169
53%

Male
2710
45%

Gender Unknown
150
2%
Last Year
· VLN pro bono volunteers helped more than 6,000 clients with many legal issues, such as:
· Garnishment as creditors become more aggressive, claiming income and assets protected by law.
· Default judgments that are at an all time high – without debt notification or representation.
· Medical debt that is rising sharply due to lack of insurance and layoffs.
· Domestic violence always a problem but on the rise in these turbulent economic times.
· Child custody issues as this period of instability and stress threatens child safety and care.

· VLN conducted 4,977 one-on-one service clinics in housing, family, youth, and consumer law.
· VLN provided telephone legal advice to 1,423 clients, including over 700 in our Spanish language hotline.
Looking Ahead in 2009

· Continue to strengthen and improve our collaborations with other legal service providers. 
· Create more services in the areas of most current need, including foreclosures, bankruptcies, garnishments.

· Expand our services to more clients whose first language is not English. 

· Increase our volunteer base while continuing our outreach to Hennepin County’s large law firms.
· Reach out to attorneys who want to support our mission but are unable to volunteer, through our membership campaign. 

· Continue to work with our Equity Stripping Task Force to increase the number of clients served who have been victims of fraudulent practices, which cause them to lose the equity in their home. 

· Solidify and diversify our funding base, to enable us to meet the increasing need with fiscal strength and efficient use of resources.
Largest Areas of Legal Service
	· Bankruptcy

· Consumer

· Criminal Expungement


	· Predatory Lending

· Real Estate

· Employment


	· General Civil

· Housing

· Landlord/Tenant

	· Debtor/Creditor

· Family law; domestic abuse
· Unemployment Compensation




Our Volunteers’ Employers include:
Law firms








Private Corporate Employers

· Briggs & Morgan

· Dorsey & Whitney

· Faegre & Benson

· Foley & Mansfield

· Fredrikson & Byron

· Gray, Plant & Moody

· Halleland, Lewis
· Leonard, Street, and Deinard

· Lindquist & Vennum

· Masion, Edelmen, Borman & Brand
· Merchant & Gould

· Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly
· Robins, Kaplan
· Best Buy

· Super Valu

· Target

· Thomson Reuters

· United Health Group

· US Bank

