PREPARING FOR YOUR COURT HEARING

Everything you want to talk about in court should already be included the documents, letters and papers you filed with the Court and gave to the other side.  Review all these documents, letters and papers.

Everything the other side wants to talk about in court should already be included in their documents, letters and papers that they filed with the Court and gave to you.  Review all the documents, letters and papers you got from the other side.

Prepare to tell the judge what you want:  write down each thing you want the judge to do.  Below each request, make a list of the facts that support the request.

Prepare to tell the judge what you believe is true and what you believe is not true about the arguments, documents, letters and other papers you got from the other side:  write down each thing the other side wants.  Below each request, make a list of the things that are not true, the things that are true and the facts from your papers that show that the other side is wrong.

If you are worried that the judge will not understand you or that you will be too nervous, write down everything you want the judge to know.  Put one sentence on each line so you can read it quickly.  This is just a quick review of everything in your papers. 

Put all the documents from you and from the other side in order and label them clearly so you can find them quickly during the court hearing.

Visit the court and watch a hearing if possible before your court date.  Then you will be more familiar with the court room and the process.  This will help you be calm at your own hearing.

Read the rules and/or talk to a lawyer about the rules to follow in court. Even though you are not a lawyer, you must follow the same rules that lawyers follow.  

If you have the ability to hire a lawyer, do so.  

GUIDELINES AND RULES IN COURT

Dress nicely for the court and remove your hat in the court room.  You may not chew gum or take any food or beverages into the court room.

Turn off your cell phone and/or pager in the court room.

Do not bring your children to the court unless the judge has asked the children to be there.

Be on time for the court hearing.  The judge does not have to wait for you and you might lose your case if you are late.

Plan to get to the court room at least 30 minutes early.  Be patient if the judge is late.  Some cases need extra time.

Please stand when the Judge walks into the court room.  The judge will tell you when to sit down.

Listen carefully to the judge when he or she is speaking.  The judge may be giving you important instructions about something you need to do after your hearing or might be telling you his or her decision. 

You will have a chance to talk.  Remain calm and respectful and do not interrupt the judge or the other side.  When you are talking to the judge, call the judge “Your Honor.” You might feel a lot of emotions but remain calm.  This is your chance to tell your side to the judge, do your best.

Speak clearly and loud enough so the judge, the court reporter and the other side can hear you.

Focus on the facts and the issues.  Use your notes that you prepared for the hearing, take notes about what the judge and the other side are saying in the court.

Don’t try to talk about things that you did not include in the documents, letters and papers you already gave to the court and to the other side and object if the other side tries to do this.

The judge must be fair and impartial.  The judge cannot give you legal advice or help.

The judge might not give you everything you want.  Remain calm.  Talk to a lawyer about your options as soon as you can.

