Date: ​​



[Landlord or Property Manager]

[Name of Company, if applicable]

[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

RE: [Tenant’s Name] former tenant of [Address while Tenant]

Dear [Landlord or Property Manager]:

I am writing to inform you that you have failed to properly return my security deposit pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 504B.178.  I moved out of my unit at [address] on [date] and provided you with my forwarding address in writing on [date].  The statute provides that a landlord must return the security deposit to the tenant within twenty-one (21) days after the end of the lease – you have failed to do so.  The statute states in part that:

Every landlord shall: within three weeks after termination of the tenancy . . . and after receipt of the tenant's mailing address or delivery instructions, return the deposit to the tenant, with interest thereon as provided in subdivision 2, or furnish to the tenant a written statement showing the specific reason for the withholding of the deposit or any portion thereof. . . .

The landlord may withhold from the deposit only amounts reasonably necessary: (1) to remedy tenant defaults in the payment of rent or of other funds due to the landlord pursuant to an agreement; or (2) to restore the premises to their condition at the commencement of the tenancy, ordinary wear and tear excepted.
When a landlord does not return a deposit in accordance with the statute, he or she is liable to the tenant to return the deposit and to pay damages to the tenant.  According to the statute, damages are equal to the security deposit plus one percent interest.  Therefore, I am requesting that you send a check to me in the amount of [amount of security deposit] for my original deposit plus one percent interest as well as statutory damages equal to the security deposit and one percent interest, which equals a total of [double previous amount].  Again, my current mailing address is [current mailing address].
If the original deposit plus damages is not received within two (2) weeks, I will be left with no choice but to bring this matter to conciliation court.

Sincerely,

[Signature]

[Tenant Name]
