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If a U.S. Citizen Sponsors an Alien Spouse or Child, is there an Obligation to Support the Spouse or Child Indefinitely? Does this Obligation continue in the Event of Divorce?

Yes, that could be true.
 The U.S. citizen spouse was required to sign an affidavit of support to sponsor the immigrant spouse or children.  The affidavit of support is a legally binding contract obligating the sponsor spouse to support the alien spouse and/or child at (normally) 125% of the federal poverty guideline, as well as to reimburse the U.S. government for any “means-tested public benefits”
 provided to an alien spouse.  (If you do not repay the debt, the agency can sue you in court to get the money owed.)  The U.S. Citizen sponsor's obligation of support lasts until the alien spouse either 1) becomes a U.S. citizen; 2) can be credited with 40 quarters of work; 3) dies; or 4) leaves the U.S. permanently.
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� For a case involving recovery of damages under the affidavit of support obligation in a divorce, see Stump v. Stump, Cause No. 1:04-CV-253-TS, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Indiana, Fort Wayne Division, 2005 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 26022, Oct. 25, 2005.


� Currently, federal means-tested public benefits include food stamps, Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and the state Child Health Insurance Program (CHIP).
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