General Information on Criminal Expungements for VLN Clinics

Expungements of criminal records can be difficult to get, depending on several factors, including:

· Whether or not the case fits under the statute (609A). There is a difference between cases in which a person was found or pled guilty, called “inherent authority” cases, and “statutory cases” (see the three criteria under Chapter 609A).  In statutory cases, the court has the authority to order expungement of all records (including executive branch records like BCA and police records). In inherent authority cases, the court’s authority generally will be limited to ordering only court records expunged, leaving the BCA records unaffected.
· The details of the case (how long ago the probationary period ended, how serious the offense was, etc.).
· How many other cases (and types of cases) are on the person’s record.

· If the person was found guilty, whether he or she can show that he or she has rehabilitated since the case.

· The negative effect on the person’s life of having a criminal record (difficulty getting housing, employment, etc.).
VLN and CCJ Services on Criminal Expungements
The Council on Crime and Justice (CCJ) offers a three-hour educational seminar regarding the expungement process and which types of records can be expunged. 

An attorney at the seminar will review specific cases to see whether Volunteer Lawyers Network volunteer attorneys may assist a person in getting his or her record expunged. If a case is deemed to have merit based on our screening criteria, the CCJ attorney will refer the case to VLN for either full representation or brief services. Brief services include an attorney completing the petition for the client and serving the petition on all agencies, but not going to court.  
All persons seeking VLN legal services for criminal expungements must first attend the CCJ seminar.  Persons interested in attending the seminar may call CCJ at 612-353.3024 for more information.  
