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Announcing New Help for 

Your Pro Bono Research Needs
Submitted by Jennifer Doyle (Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP)

Trudi Busch (Oppenheimer, Wolff & Donnelly, LLP)

on behalf of the Volunteer Librarians Coalition


New help for your legal research!  A new group of librarians* interested in access to justice have created a resource to help VLN volunteers with legal research needs. The resource summarizes useful information, forms, websites and practice tips organized by VLN practice areas. It will replace and significantly improve the current VLN Resources webpage. All VLN volunteers will have unlimited access to this resource for their VLN cases . . . and be able to ask specific legal questions to the librarians for legal research.

The resource is a wiki - software that creates an interactive website, allowing the creation and editing of pages by its own members and organizers.

How can you use the wiki?  Any member of the public can view the website, but only members (VLN volunteers) can:

· See VLN protected content (including specific forms)

· Ask librarians research questions
· Ask VLC librarians to conduct legal research on Westlaw
· Participate in answering the questions of other VLN attorney members, and more!

Westlaw access - really?  Yes.  Thomson Reuters has generously donated access to Minnesota Practice Series, Minnesota State and Federal Cases, Minnesota Journals and Law Reviews, Minnesota Administrative Code, Minnesota Statute Annotated, and Minnesota Forms.  To use this access, a member librarian will have to conduct the search for you and post the results on the wiki for you to access.

How do you join the wiki?  Go to:  www.vlc.wikispaces.com and click on “join” in the upper right corner of the webpage.  You must be a VLN volunteer to join the wiki. 

The Volunteer Librarians would like the wiki used to its fullest potential, so please participate!  Ask questions, answer questions, give us feedback.  We want this to be a useful resource for you, so tell us what you need!  All communications will be sent via the wiki unless there is a question on public records.

* The Volunteer Librarians Coalition (www.vlcmn.info) As volunteer librarians from the Minnesota Association of Law Libraries, our mission is to facilitate the access to information needed by the Volunteer Lawyer Network (VLN) attorneys in representing economically disadvantaged people with legal problems. We are professional, experienced legal researchers; however, we are not licensed to practice law in Minnesota, thus we are prohibited from providing legal advice and from making legal determinations about the law.
The collaboration of the Volunteer Librarians Coalition (VLC) with VLN is a natural merger of interest. VLC members belong to the Minnesota Association of Law Libraries, whose motto is "Legal Research and Information Professionals Facilitating Access to Justice and Legal Information." VLN's mission is "to promote access to justice and the administration of justice by providing legal services to low-income people primarily in Hennepin County through volunteer lawyers."
